Dear Colleagues.

I am the principal curator of The Corinne Mamane Museum of Philistine Culture in the town of Ashdod, Israel. 

Have you ever seen a cow named Zila in your museum?? Well we have one and you are going to meet her later.

  I would like to present 3 exhibitions, in all of which the objects connect in different manners to people residing in Ashdod.

1. Pots & Pans – Memories from Grandma's Kitchen

The objects in this exhibition were lent to me by Ashdod families. The heart-touching stories of pots and their former owners revealed that except their tasty food, they also unfolded far histories of families and communities, each with its own identities and life stories.
Here the community functions as the providers of exhibition objects, something which naturally creates pride and involvement.

I'll present 3 examples: (Picture) This gravy boat belonged to the Monte Zino sisters descendants of the Portuguese Anusim (converso). The family wanted the item to remain in Jewish possession. The sisters lived in Holland and never married. Before their death they gave it to their Jewish friends Papierbuch who live in Ashdod.

A wooden spatula (Picture) for stirring infant porridge was carved from a dress hanger in ghetto Warsaw in Poland in 1942. The family survived the Holocaust, immigrated to Israel and the spatula became a family talisman.

A Mascha'ke from Aden, Yemen (Picture)  – A utensil for pounding and a rolling pin for preparing Shcuk made from Granite stone. In 1934 Family Said Hadad decided to immigrate to Palestine with their 3 children by boat. During their journey they discovered that the Masch'ke had been stolen. After a thorough search, the brave Saida found the thief and forced him to return the utensil.

2. Art at the Old Market of Ashdod

This year the city of Ashdod celebrated 60/ As part of the celebrations' 14 photographers from Ashdod were sent to the oldest market to take pictures in black and white, in contrast to the rich colors of the market.   and stall owners were asked to choose the picture they wanted to be enlarged and hanged on their newly painted walls and in front of their stalls.

Here the community functions both as artists (the photographers), and as curators (Shopkeepers , who choose a picture and its placement. 

(Video 1)

The Museum consists of a permanent archaeological exhibition, entitled "The World of The Philistines", a 3000 years old chapter in the history of Ashdod. The Philistines were among the first immigrants who arrived in Ashdod as new immigrants from the Aegean area and brought their culture and traditions of their homeland.   The gallery of changing exhibitions in the Museum,  represents  the various communities living in Ashdod.

curated by me.

Modern Ashdod has 250.000 residents. The town was established 60 years ago with its residents coming from five continents and many countries. Each community contributes its own character to the special composition of the city's population. Our changing exhibitions provide a window to the various traditions and customs of origin of the people of the city.

6 years ago a new mayor with an art orientation was elected. He allocated a nice budget to the renovation of the art institutions of Ashdod. Our museum as well changed completely and became updated: the permanent collection was enlarged and  the latest technologies and designs were used and installed. For example we use comics as a means of information. Also, visitors can be virtually engaged in relevant activities such as – for instance –breaking the Philistine temple gigantic  columns, using Samson's gesture of spreading their hands aside. 

3. All Together Now 
70 Ashdod artists have been invited to participate in this exhibition. 

and were asked to create from an old and used chair a new piece of art. The result was an exhibition of unique "chairs of art" which stood in rows "all together".
Here the community functions as working artists who live and work, involving their families and friends who assist, advise and encourage. (Video)
 Thank you,

